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Place: Capitol Room:

BILLS and RESOLUTIONS HEARD:
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Prefix (HB, HR, HIR, SB, SR, or SJR) and number. Add Postponed (PP) when appropriate:

HB 406, HB 420, HB 426, HB 436

EXECUTIVE ACTION TAKEN:
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Roll Call
Local Government Committee

DATE:__Ji0/ 2604

NAME PRESENT ABSENT/
EXCUSED

Vice Chair MacLaren 7{

Vice Chair Hands X

Representative Becker pad

Representative Bennett X

Representative Berry X

Representative Driscoll pr¢

Representative Ebinger X

Representative Grinde K

Representative Hamilton X

Representative Ingraham X

Representative Menahan X

Representative More X

Representative Reichner X

Representative Reinhart X

Representative Sands X

Representative Stahl x

Representative Vance ><

Chairman Arntzen P
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Please leave prepare testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are‘available if you care
to submit written testimony.
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Please leave prepared testimony with Secretary. Witness Statement forms are available if you care

. to submit written testimony.
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to submit written testimony.
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Chapters:

- Montana Audubon

P.O. Box 595 « Helena, MT 59624 - 406-443-3949 - mtaudubon@mtaudubon.org

Testimony on HB 406
Local Government Committee
February 10, 2009

Madame Chair and Members of the Committee

Montana Audubon supports HB 406.

We work with local governments on land use planning issues. The interim zoning provisions of
Montana’s statute are confusing since the statute does not define the term “emergency.” This
term means different things to different people. We know that interim zoning has been used in
Lewis and Clark County to address water quality issues; Missoula County to prevent gravel
mining operations in areas zoned residential; and Ravalli County to cap the size of retail
businesses (which was later repealed by voters) and to place limitations on subdivisions. These
uses of the interim zoning regulations were all brought ot by specific circumstances, and all of
those circumstances included a sense of urgency. However, whether or not any of these
situations was what most of us would call an “emergency” is questionable.

-

“HB 406 clarifies the statute and will make it more uriderstandable to local government officials

and citizens.

- Bitterroot

Five Valleys Flathead Last Chance Mission Mountain Pintlar Sacajawea Upper Missouri Breaks

Bitterroot Valley Missoula ‘ Kalispell Helena Polson Butte « Dillon Bozeman ¢ Great Falls

Yellowstone Valley
Billings




Montana Audubon o -
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J P.O. Box 595 « Helena, MT 59624 + 406-443-3949 » mtaudubon@mtaudubon.org

Testimony on HB 420
Local Government Committee
February 10,2009 -

Madame Chair and Members of the Committee

® 2

Montana Audubon wants to go on record in support of HB 420. Energy efficiency standards for
buildings make sense in this day and age. Allowing local governments to establish'these

standards will reduce our dependence on fossil fuels. T
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